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Tateno Gorge is situated on the west end of Aso Caldera and is the only
valley through which all the river water in the caldera flows out. The length of
the gorge is about 2 km from Choyo Bridge to the south of Japan Railway
Tateno Station. Its depth is 40 to 60 m. Kurokawa River running in the Aso
Valley on the north side of the caldera and Shirakawa River in Nango Valley
on the south side, merge together pelow Choyo Bridge becoming Shirakawa
River, and then flows out into Ariake Sea (Shimabara Bay) through
Kumamoto City. Rocks forming vertical walls on the right side of Kurokawa
River just upstream from Choyo Bridge, belong to Tateno lava gru:)ted 4 \
about 60,000 years ago from a volcano in the Aso Caldera, Vertica cracks B6
(columnar joints) formed when the lava cooled are well-developed.
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